
 
 

Governor’s Message 
Dear fellow Rotarians, 
 
So, I am nearly done with my club visits! 40 out of 41!  Yes, 41 not 44. Over the last 5 
months 3 clubs in our District have closed up shop; Fleischmanns-Pine Hills, Lansing-
Ithaca, and Roxbury. All three had great Rotarians as members but for various reasons 
they could not continue as clubs. So, what does this mean to the rest of us? Take a good 
look at your fellow members. Are they happy and fulfilled with their Rotary experience? 
Is your club’s culture welcoming and accepting of all? What 

barriers might there be to the club continuing?  What aspects may need to change?  
 
There are no right or wrong answers. As I have come to learn, Rotary clubs though 

similar, are all unique. Take 
time to reflect, both as a club 
and as individuals. Lean into 
any necessary changes. Reach 
out to our District leadership for 
support or guidance.  Together 
we can keep our clubs vibrant 
and strong as we all “Serve to Change Lives”. 
 
Personal and individual decisions: When do you draw a 
line? 
 
Within days of Texas passing very controversial legislation I 
heard from Rotarians asking how to let Rotary International 
know about concerns that our Convention being held in Hou-
ston. Aside from the process of how a Rotarian may voice a 
concern there is the question of should Rotarians let RI know 
they have concern. Does Rotary International assess the hu-
man rights & civil liberties policies of the host when select-
ing a site? Does the presence of 10’s of thousands of Rotari-
ans in country or city imply acceptance of their host’s poli-
cies? If policies have changed from the time of selection to 
the time of the Convention what actions, either by RI or indi-
vidual Rotarians, are appropriate? 
 
RI selects convention locations about 6 years in advance and 
I imagine they do take into consideration the locale’s stand-
ing with regard to human rights and civil liberties. Bringing 
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20,000 or more people to a city does have an impact, both economically and socially. So what message, if any, 
will Rotary’s presence in Houston send; does being there implicitly condone controversial legislation? What can, 
or should, Rotary International do? What might individuals do? Quietly not attend? Push for others to not attend? 
Advocate for cancelling the event? Demand that Rotary make some statement? Difficult questions with no easy 
answers. 
 
Some may choose not to attend. The economic impact of a few hundred Rotarians not attending the convention 
would, in my opinion, be negligible but I also believe their actions are of no value unless they are made known. 
The purpose of not attending is to draw attention to issues, to encourage others to consider them. And yes, issues, 
as concerns are not limited to the most recent legislation on abortion. That legislation perverts science for political 
gain, encourages vigilantism, and endangers women’s health and economic security. Other recent legislative ac-
tions have had the effect of disenfranchising thousands of US citizens as well as minimizing and denying climate 
change. The leaders in Texas have pushed back against measures to limit the spread of Covid 19. All of these po-
sitions and actions run contrary to what Rotarians hope for, and work for, around our world.  
 
As District Governor I support Rotarians attending any Rotary International Convention. They are a great experi-
ence, but they also spotlight Rotary wherever they are held. I also accept that individuals are free to make their 
own decisions and to make those decisions known to Rotary as well as others.  
 
Oh, as long as you asked… I have canceled my convention registrations and will be donating the full amount to 
our Rotary Foundation.  
 
Regards, DG Evan 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Worldwide News 

Global Grant 

Last Sunday morning [September 12], Rotarian Martin 
Winsor, his wife Martha and the President of The Rotary 
Club of Edmeston- Jane McGeown---  met with several 
members of the Rotary Club of Embakasi in Nairobi, Kenya 
through Zoom. The purpose of the meeting was to initiate a 
project that will benefit 270 young women and mothers 
each year who reside in Dandora – Nairobi’s slum neigh-
borhood where the city’s dump and sewer treatment are lo-
cated. These women live in poverty and hunger with few 
options for jobs and self-sufficiency. They experience and 
are vulnerable to sex trafficking, exploitation, and violence.   
 
This horrific situation was brought to the attention of District 7170 Global Grant Chair Lana Rouff by a well-
known anti-slavery human trafficking worker Rotarian Carol Metzger. For the past twelve years she has worked 
with the Rotary Action Group Against Slavery (RAGAS) on projects in India and Nepal. Carol explained that a 
vocational training center with a holistic approach to self-sufficiency was being built to train these women for 
various trades including hair styling – an occupation that is very much in demand throughout Nairobi.   
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The cost of the project was $10,950. The Edmeston Club applied for a district grant and with the help of the Ro-
tary clubs of Trumansburg, Margaretville, Franklin and several individuals and clubs outside the area, the money 
which was raised would supply training equipment, salon supplies, labor, and teachers’ fees. 
 
Now the project is underway and thanks to the generosity, perseverance and commitment of these Rotary clubs, 
these women will be less vulnerable to hunger, homelessness, trafficking/slavery, and exploitation. They will be 
given a livelihood and be able to provide basic needs for themselves and their children.   
 
Your contribution and support of the Rotary Foundation enabled this to happen. Thank you. 
 
-Lana Rouff 
 

~*~ 

Polio Update 
 
As most of you are aware Rotary and its partners launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative in 1988 when 
there were 350,000 cases of polio in 125 countries every year. Thanks to the generosity of our members, Rotary 
has made great progress against the disease since then. Today, polio cases have been reduced by 99.9 percent, and 
just two countries continue to report cases of wild poliovirus: Pakistan and Afghanistan.   
 
So now what will happen to our efforts in Afghanistan during these tumultuous times. The Polioplus International 
Committee reports the following as of August 2021: 
 

 The number of wild poliovirus cases in Afghanistan remains at ONE so far this year as 
of August 2021.   

 Polio vaccinations are continuing through permanent transit teams posted in high traffic 
areas in most regions and at cross-border sites including the Friendship Gate between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan and at a Rotary sponsored transit point in Kunar Province.   

 There has been no major impact on surveillance activities to detect the poliovirus. Case 
investigation, stool sample collection and environmental testing continues, and sewage 
and stool specimens are being shipped to the lab in Pakistan. 

 The Minister of Public Health under the previous regime remains in place and is deeply 
familiar with the polio program 

 The National Polio Emergency Operation Center and Provincial Polio Emergency Oper-
ation Centers are functioning. They have been visited by the Taliban and staff has been 
encouraged to continue their work.   

 The Taliban in the past have been supportive of polio eradication activities. The bans on 
immunization in certain provinces were related to suspicions about the vaccinators.  

 The polio program in the country is cautiously optimistic that the current situation pre-
sents an opportunity to make further gains in Afghanistan with the transition to new 
leadership in the country. 

 
Now it is more important than ever to support Rotary’s effort to eradicate this horrific disease. We are almost 
there! Encourage your club to establish its goal for PolioPlus this year and with your help it can be surpassed. 
What we do today to eliminate Polio will be an important gift to the future generations of the world. Thank you. 
 
-Lana Rouff     
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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District News 

Multi-District Polio Event 

This year the Rotary world will be celebrating 
World Polio Day on Sunday, October 24th. World 
Polio Day is a day set aside every year to look back 
on the accomplishments the Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative has made to rid the world of this 
dreadful disease. 
 
The Polio Plus program began on September 29, 1979 when then RI President James L. Bomar, Jr. administered 
drops of oral polio vaccine to children at a health center in the Philippines. Soon other organizations joined with 
Rotary to create what became known as the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. 
 
In the early 20th century, polio was one of the most feared diseases in industrialized countries, paralyzing hun-
dreds of thousands of children every year. So far this year there have been only two cases of wild virus polio in 
the entire world-one in Afghanistan and one in Pakistan. Great progress is also being made to eradicate circulat-
ing vaccine-derived poliovirus with the use of a new vaccine (novel oral polio vaccine type 2) in several coun-
tries. 
 
To celebrate these accomplishments and World Polio Day, Districts 7120, 7150, 7170 and 7190 are joining to-
gether to present Polio Day Gala Dinner. The keynote speaker will be R.I.P.E. Jennifer Jones. The event will be 
held at the Ramada by Wyndham at Carrier Circle in Syracuse on Friday evening, October 29th. The link to the 
registration for the event is http://bit.ly/MD-Polio-Dinner. You are encouraged to register as soon as possible as 
event capacity is limited to 200. All covid requirements will be adhered to. 
 
-David Bensley 
 
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.) 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Club News 
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.  

Welcome, New Club Members! 

 
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:. 

Club New Member Sponsor 
 Binghamton Kent Sisco Club 

Cortland Emma Goyette Clint Brooks 
Ithaca Jessica Verfuss Geoff Dunn 

Margaretville Carol Ann Bloise Club 
Nimmonsburg Francis Solo Club (July) 
Nimmonsburg Weslie (Wally) Van Voorhis Club (August) 
Nimmonsburg Jared Cornell Club (August)  
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Dryden Rotary  

 
The 8th annual Dryden Rotary Fall Dash will be on Saturday, October 16, 2021. The event features 5K and 10K 
races around beautiful Dryden Lake. Start time is 9:00am with registration at 8:00am day of the race. 
 
Proceeds from the race will benefit the Dryden Rotary Youth Programs. 
 
- David Traver 
 
(See flyer and registration form at the end of this newsletter for more information.) 

 

Ithaca Rotary & Ithaca Sunrise Rotary 

Join us for the Route 13 Highway Cleanup! 

Date:  Saturday, October 16th  (Rain Date:  October 23rd) 
Time:  9:00 AM - Noon 

Meet:  904 East Shore Drive, Ithaca (site of the former Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce building) 

Provided: Personal safety equipment (vests, hard hats, gloves) and supplies for trash pickup 
Volunteers should bring: sturdy shoes, water bottle, mask if desired 

Registration and questions:  Mary-Lynn Cummings, mlcummings101@gmail.com, 607-227-5790 
 

~*~ 
 
Nimmonsburg Rotary 

Members of the Nimmonsburg Rotary Club arrived at 9 AM [on August 27, 2021] at the Chenango Forks High 
School for a tour of its STEAM Academy located in a new building attached to the existing school complex. Our 
tour guides were Kathleen Quaranta and Steve Tronovitch. Steve, High School Principal, and Kathleen, Director 
of the STEAM Academy, graciously spent 1½ hours with us. 
 
The STEAM Academy was built consistent with State and Federal guidelines. STEAM stands for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art, Agriculture and Mathematics. All students must meet all core courses standards to 
graduate. STEAM Courses have been developed for students to understand how their previous studies can be ap-
plied to their various areas of interest. For example, students interested in farming can select courses in agricul-
ture, business, technology, and engineering to be better prepared for their future career and lifestyle. 
 
The new building opened in 2018 with the completion of a district capital project. This is a two-story building 
with sizable labs, meeting space, state of the art equipment (including three 3D printers) and equipment providing 
the required safety and environmental protections. The facility and instructors help students explore their interests 
and potential for their futures with hands on experiences. Occasionally, due to the growing relationship between 
the school and local businesses, students find internships and/or part time job placements in their interest areas. 
Kathleen and Steve noted one positive example of an employer fully paying for a student’s studies at SUNY Co-
bleskill as a result of a successful internship experience at his company. 
 

mailto:mlcummings101@gmail.com
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There is so much more you can learn about the program. Using your computers, iPhones or iPads, etc., go to the 
Google app and search for the Chenango Forks STEAM Academy. 
 
Thank you, Kathleen and Steve, for the tour. 
 
- Russ Sanaeko 
 

~*~ 
 

Oneonta Rotary 

Operation Warm Coat Fundraising Underway 
 
The Operation Warm Coat Fundraising is underway for 2021. Each year, Oneonta Rotary purchases new, warm 
winter coats for elementary school children in need in the Oneonta and Laurens. This year, Reinhardt Home Heat-
ing and Cooling has generously offered to match all donations up to $3,500! Donations can be made online by 
visiting facebook.com/oneontarotary (there is a great video featuring Operation Warm co-chair Cindy Struckle 
and Oneonta Rotary Co-President Dan Butterman.) Checks can also be sent to the Oneonta Rotary Fund, PO Box 
112, Oneonta, NY 13820. Please put “Operation Warm” on the subject line. 
 
Centennial Year Celebration Kick-Off 
 
On March 22, 2022, the Oneonta Rotary Club will celebrate 100 years of Service Above Self.  To commemorate 
the milestone, the club has embarked on a series of 100-themed monthly service projects for 2021-2022. In July, 
Oneonta Rotarians donated 102 boxes of #2 pencils and 152 boxes of colored pencils to the Family Services As-
sociation’s Back to School effort—exceeding the original goal of 100 packs of pencils by 155 packs. In August, 
the club once again exceeded the “100” goal by donating over 300 cans and packages of food to the St. James 
Loaves and Fishes Pantry. Projects currently underway include planting daffodils at Huntingdon Park and filling 
100 hygiene product bags for Laurens Central School. In addition to monthly projects, the club is planning a Cen-
tennial dinner, historical exhibit at the Greater Oneonta Historical Society and creation of a time capsule. 
 
- Lynne Sessions 
 
(See photos at the end of this newsletter!) 
 

~*~ 
 
Owego Rotary 

The Centennial Gala is postponed. 
 
We are sorry to deliver this news from Owego Rotary Club. The board of directors recently concluded the safest 
thing to do for our long-awaited 100-year celebration gala, which was to be October 16th at Terra Cotta, would be 
to postpone. It is sad but it is the wisest thing to do and necessary to protect the health and safety of all the partici-
pants. The celebration gala definitely will happen, hopefully in the spring. The date and new details will be an-
nounced when we are able to make plans that can work safely. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
- Carolyn Wright 
 

~*~ 
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Whitney Point Rotary 

Rotary Club of Whitney Point is planning on holding the annual Lobster Fest on November 6th from 5-7pm. We 
will be selling a maximum of 250 "in-house seating" tickets and will also accommodate up to a maximum of 
100"take-out-only" tickets. 
  
Tickets have just become available, and we anticipate they will sell very quickly. 
  
We will be following appropriate Covid-19 guidelines, and we will be posting more information at a later time 
regarding the rules for seated attendance and for pick-up. 
  
You may contact one of our members directly to purchase tickets, or you may alternatively contact presi-
dent@wprotary.org to order tickets. 
   
- Eric Birdsall 
 
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.) 
 

~*~ 
 

Unadilla Rotary 

 
To get ready for World Polio Day, coming up on October 24th, the Rotary Club of Unadilla has invited Mike 
McGovern, Chair of the PolioPlus Committee at Rotary International, to be our program at our October 6th vir-
tual meeting. Mike will share the latest updates on Rotary's efforts to eradicate polio. Our club is inviting all Ro-
tarians in the district to this meeting. The Zoom link will go out to club presidents and foundation chairs the week 
of October 6th and anyone else who would like the link may email me at zoe@unadillarotary.org and I will send 
it to them. 
 
-Zoë O. van der Meulen   

 

mailto:president@wprotary.org
mailto:president@wprotary.org
mailto:zoe@unadillarotary.org
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The Last Page . . . for reference 

Chat with the 7170 DG Track 
On the 5th of every month—this month, Tuesday, October 5th—at 7:00 PM we have 
our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 
7170 to ask questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on 
the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events' 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRW-
GRhNkU4dHFKUT09 
Meeting ID: 826 5140 1728 
Passcode: 646571 

 
Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy! 

If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the 
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select 
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send 
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, loca-
tion, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will 

be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time. 

Submission and publication schedule 
 

 

 
Published newsletters can be found on this path after being posted online: 
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/     District 7170     District Newsletters  

Are you a writer?  
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word? Did you attend or participate in a club or district event, face-to-face 
or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT! Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com! 
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is in-
volved/invited? What is the event/activity? When did 
it (will it) happen? Where did/will the event/activity 
take place? Why did it (will it) happen? How did it 
happen? Other details…Other people to contact…Re-
member to include your name and your club in the 
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! ���� 

Save the Date! Watch for details! 
16 October – Broome County riverbank clean up 
29 October – ‘Polio Gala’ dinner in Syracuse, Friday, 
5:30 PM, 29 Oct at the Ramada by Wyndham in Liv-
erpool. Hosted by the Empire Multi District Polio 
Chairs. (The 4 PETS Districts) 
29, 30 Apr, 01 May – Our District Conference! In per-
son at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY.  
  

Soft Deadline – Send content to 
7170newsletter@gmail.com by 
the 15th of the month if possible. 

Hard deadline – By noon on 
the 3rd to last day of the month 
to allow time for final editing. 

 

Friday, October 15 Friday, October 29 Monday, November 1, 2021 
Monday, November 15 Sunday, November 28 Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
Wednesday, December 15 Wednesday, December 29 Saturday, January 1, 2022 

Publication! 

MONTH NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME 
 July  Transition Month 
 August  Membership & Extension 
 September  Basic Education and Literacy 
 October  Economic and Community Development 
 November  The Rotary Foundation 
 December  Disease Prevention and Treatment 
 January  Vocational Service 
 February  Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution 
 March  Water and Sanitation 
 April  Maternal and Child Health 
 May  Youth Service 
 June  Rotary Fellowships 

 

 District Governor: Evan Kurtz 
Dryden Rotary 
Mobile: 607-423-2693 
emkurtz56@gmail.com 
Log into ClubRunner for more info. 

Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase 
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary 
P.O. Box 6565 
Ithaca  NY  14851 | USA 
7170newsletter@gmail.com  

 
 

 

https://www.rotarydistrict7170.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRWGRhNkU4dHFKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRWGRhNkU4dHFKUT09
mailto:7170Calendar@gmail.com
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/
mailto:7170newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:7170newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:emkurtz56@gmail.com
mailto:7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EMPIRE MULTI-DISTRICT 
WORLD POLIO DAY CELEBRATION DINNER 

Friday, October 29, 2021 
 

To all Rotarians of Districts 7120, 7150, 7170, & 7190: 
 
Please join us, with Rotary International President-Elect Jennifer Jones, as we rally with our fellow 
Rotarians around the world to support the fight to end polio forever. 

 
You are invited and encouraged to attend our Empire Multi-Dis-
trict World Polio Day Celebration Dinner. Seating is limited, so get 
your reservations in quickly.  
 
Registration is only $50. All proceeds from this event will go to the 
Rotary Polio Fund. 
 
Be there for Fellowship, Cash Bar & Dinner: 
 

4:00 pm Mayor's Proclamation on the steps of Syracuse 
City Hall. (Map) 
5:00 pm - Cash Bar 
6:00 pm – Dinner (4 meals to choose from) 
7:00 pm - Celebration: Keynote Jennifer Jones 
 

Dates & Location of this one-of-a-kind event: 
 

• Friday, October 29, 2021          
Ramada by Wyndam (441 Electronics Parkway, Liverpool / Syracuse, NY 13088)   
   
Register at: https://bit.ly/MD-Polio-Dinner   Registration closes Oct. 25th. 

 
We look forward to seeing you!  
  

https://bit.ly/MD-Polio-Dinner
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Oneonta Rotary 

  
Lynne Sessions, 
Chair of the Centen-
nial Celebration 
Steering Committee, 
presents 255 boxes 
of colored pencils to 
Eileen Mugford, 
Emergency Services 
Manager for Family 
Services Association. 
 

 
 

  

 

Canned Food Drive Chair Paul Patterson presents over 300 canned and pack-
aged food items to Marcia Hoag, Director of Feeding Ministries for St. James 
Episcopal Church. Rotarians Alan Sessions, Rosalie Higgins, Carlton Cleve-
land and Lynne Sessions (not pictured), were on hand to help. 
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